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Your Company is invited to be associated with SPAA

Facilitate research in Precision Agriculture
Increase the Adoption of Precision Agriculture across Australia

Be a significant source of Precision Agriculture information in Australia

Provide an independent source of advice on Precision Agriculture

SPAA is a non-profit and independent membership based group formed in 2002 to

promote the development and adoption of precision agriculture (PA) technologies.

The association aims to be the leading advocate for PA in Australia and through this role
improve the profitability and sustainability of agricultural production systems via the

adoption of PA.

PA management offers many Australian farms the potential for a quantum increase in

production efficiency.

Our mission is to facilitate research, extension and the adoption of precision agriculture.

Current SPAA members are located across Australia and include those involved in the
production of grains, wine grapes and horticultural crops, including growers, consultants,
equipment manufacturers, contractors and researchers. SPAA's wide membership base is
a reflection of the potential that is offered by PA and the roles that PA will play in the future

of Australian agriculture.

SPAA has an Australia-wide focus and this is achieved by partnering with other

organisations and becoming part of national and industry alliances.



SPAA conducts Precision Ag Grower Groups, PA Forums, EXPOs and Conferences,
exhibits at Field-days, and conducts training activities throughout the year for anyone

interested in learning more about the latest in PA technology and adoption.

Grower Groups

Funding from the Grains R & D Corporation has ledt o the establishment of 16 PA
Grower Groups and 30 on farm PA demonstration trial s involving more than 400
growers across Victoria, South Australia, and New S outh Wales each year from 2009
to 2012.

SPAA will facilitate and build on this group network and these grower groups and networks

have been established to increase the adoption of variable rate agriculture.

Grower group meetings include both peer to peer sharing of knowledge and a technical
training component to enhance the skills of growers. This technical training includes the
refinement of yield data and producing variable rate application maps. All group members
are supported to implement a simple on-farm trial using variable rate application. In
addition to using a range of variable rate systems the grower groups are also assessing
the innovative practices of mapping and treating weed patches within paddocks, and using

the latest technology in guidance systems.



EXPOs

SPAA has hosted 6 successful EXPQO'’s for Precision Agriculture (PA) in 2005 to 2010.
Very positive feedback about these events was received from all involved including:
farmers, researchers, PA equipment sellers, manufacturers and service providers. These
events have been held in regional locations across SA and have regularly attracted up to
150 people at each event. Expo’s are designed to facilitate the adoption of PA by providing

farmers and industry the opportunity:

1. To learn about the application of the latest PA technologies from equipment

manufacturers and sellers
2. To learn about independent PA research
3. To share grower experiences about the practical applications of PA

Future Expos will be held across regional areas of Australia.




Field Days

SPAA has facilitated seven successful Field Days for Precision Agriculture (PA) across

South Australia and Victoria’'s agricultural regions.
These field days have included topics such as:
Precision Agriculture & Remote Sensing
Mapping & Imagery for Variable Rate Paddock Management

Applying Precision Agriculture on YP - A practical approach

Step by Step to Variable Rate

SPAA attends and exhibits at a range of Field Days and events each year to promote

research and the adoption of Precision Agriculture, some of these include:

GRDC Adviser Updates
BCG EXPO
SANTFA Conference

Paskeville - Yorke Peninsula Field Days
GRDC Updates

Cleve - Eyre Peninsula Field Days

The Australian Wine Industry Trade Exhibition

Future events include Mallee Field Days (Speed), Henty Field Days (NSW).

Symposiums

SPAA is involved each year with the Symposium for Precision Agriculture Research &
Application in Australasia in collaboration with The Australian Centre for Precision
Agriculture. The Symposium is a one-day event held mid-year and focuses on Precision

Agriculture Research and Application in Australasia.

These events are an opportunity for farmers and growers, researchers, extension and

commercial companies to present and discuss the latest aspects of Precision Agriculture.

The 13th Annual Symposium was recently held at the University of New England, in
Armidale, New South Wales, on September 10" and 11" 2009.

Plans are underway for the 14™ Symposium, which is booked for 2" September 2010 in
Albury.



Conferences and Forums

SPAA held a Commercial Applications of Sensors Conference in Adelaide 2009 and
Precision Ag Crop Scanning Forum  in Adelaide 2008. More than 100 researchers,
consultants and growers from across South Australia and Victoria attended. The event
was an across industry with speakers and delegated from the grain, horticulture and

viticulture industries.

Future Conferences and Forums on PA topics are planned for 2010 and beyond. These
conferences will provide advisers and growers an opportunity to meet at a central location
to share knowledge, experiences, participate in training and learn more about the practical

application of precision agriculture.

Training
SPAA has conducted training events including:

‘Precision Agriculture, An Introduction to concepts, analysis and Interpretation’

and ‘On farm implementation of precision agriculture and variable rate technology’ both

delivered by Dr Brett Whelan of the Australian Centre for Precision, University of Sydney.

In conjunction with The Australian Centre for Precision Agriculture SPAA is involved in the

development and delivery of a “Set of PA Education and Training Modules for Growers”.

Funding from the Grains R & D Corporation will supp ort SPAA to deliver 9 PA
Training programs to growers and advisers across Vi ctoria, South Australia, New
South Wales and Tasmania from 2009 to 2012.



SPAA produces 3 full colour issues of the
magazine and at least four issues per annum.
These publications are distributed to over 1000 people, including SPAA members,

published on SPAA’s website and extended widely throughout the network of field days,
grower groups and conferences organised and attended by SPAA.

SPAA's publications are well renowned for their independent informative stories and for
keeping PA users and industry up to date with the latest research on cutting edge

precision agriculture technologies.

These publications are the only of their type published within Australasia.



SPAA’s most recent publication PA in Practice is an 80 page, full colour magazine

featuring 24 grain grower case studies from across WA, SA, Vic and NSW.

PA in Practice has received wide recognition and credit from project investors, growers,
consultants and PA equipment manufacturers as a ground-breaking document that is

leading the way in PA adoption in the Australian Grain Industry.

More than 2000 copies have been distributed since its release in July 2008, to the grains
industry across Australia through SPAA, and the GRDC.

The next issue, PA in Practice Il is currently sche duled to be released in 2012

showcasing new farmer experiences with Precision Ag ricultural technologies.




The SPAA website at www.spaa.com.au is a leading source of Precision Agriculture

information. The site is extensively promoted in all SPAA communications, with more than

500 visits to the site (and increasing) being recorded every month.

All SPAA events, publications and research reports are extended and promoted through

the website.

The site includes a comprehensive search function enabling visitors to search through all
SPAA publications and research reports for information specific to their PA questions and

information needs.




SPAA facilitates projects to increase the adoption of PA and is very active in the conduct
and promotion of on-farm PA research.

SPAA projects include:
GRDC Demonstration of PA in Practice

SA Grains Industry Trust Increasing the Adoption of Precision Agriculture in South

Eastern Australia

Current research projects and activities in collaboration include:

CSIRO Empirical studies for technology adoption uptake for key RDE practices

University of Develop a set of precision agriculture education and training modules

Sydney aimed at Australian grain growers and others working in the grains
industry

Caring for our
Country Education of Precision Agriculture tools and technologies

Recently completed projects include;

ABA Increased sustainability and Profit from improved application of PA
SANTFA Improvement of no-till farming practices through innovation in sowing,
weed control, residue management and precision agriculture systems

NRM Research  Land Use Planning for Sustainable Production Systems
Alliance

SPAA is also a Group Member of Ag Ex Alliance; a network of farming systems groups
across SA working together with State agencies including NRM boards to improve SA
resource management and production through strategic integration. It is with pride we

announce our recent success of being awarded Grower Group of the Year for 2010

Research investment partners include:
The Grains Research and Development Corporation - GRDC
South Australian Grains Industry Trust — SAGIT
Australian Centre for Precision Agriculture — ACPA University of Sydney

University of Adelaide



Research collaborators include:
The Hart Field site group - Hart
Victorian No-Till Farming Association — VNTFA
Birchip Cropping Group — BCG
Central West Farming Systems Group (CWFS)
Riverine Plains Inc.
Southern Farming Systems (SFS)
Mallee Sustainable Farming Inc. (MSFP)
Eyre Peninsula Agricultural Research Foundation (EPARF)
Lower Eyre Agriculture Development Association (LEADA)
Yorke Peninsula Alkaline Soils Group Inc. (YPASG)
South Australian No-Till Farming Association — SANTFA

Advisory Board of Agriculture — ABA

The Vision of SPAA is to be the leading advocate of precision agriculture across Australia.

Opportunities in the short to medium term for SPAA are to continue facilitating research,
extension and increase the adoption of PA among growers within the Australian broad

acre grain, viticulture and horticultural industries.

In the medium to longer term the vision of SPAA is to collaborate with other enthusiastic
primary industries to share knowledge, experience and expertise to increase the adoption

of Precision Agriculture across Australia.

Opportunities to extend SPAA’'s research and extension into other industries will be

pursued as opportunities are created or presented.

Current opportunities exists to expand SPAA extension activities into the Australian sugar
industry in Northern NSW and Queensland through Committee member engagement and
our linkages with CSIRO and Queensland DEEDI.



The Queensland banana industry has also recently shown interest in the adoption and

application of PA technologies in their industry.

R

Investing in SPAA through a sponsorship is for a 12 month calendar period commencing

from the date of receiving full payment.

The sponsorship investment will be monitored by the SPAA Executive Officer and reported
directly to the sponsor via 6 monthly reports. This report will detail all the benefits and
exposure that the sponsor has received through SPAA events, publications and the

website.

An investment in SPAA will support the delivery of SPAA publications, events and the

website, and inturn will provide your company the opportunity for:

Profile and brand enhancement through your association and support for Australia’s

Premier Precision Agriculture Association
Exchanging knowledge to better identify your customer needs

Increased knowledge about Precision Agriculture and the place that these

technologies will play in the future of sustainable Australian agricultural systems

Supporting the development and adoption of Precision Agriculture by providing
insightful, relevant and practical information to your customers about Precision

Agriculture
Building customer relationships further than the provision of products and services
Increased sales through direct advertising of your business

Promoting your staff, products and services among the farm businesses and

service industries involved

Increasing your company networks within the Australian Agriculture, Horticulture

and Viticulture industries.
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